
OFFICIAL AMPHIPOD OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

A rare species of crustacean endemic to the District of Columbia where it occurs only in 
Rock Creek. Because it lives underground, it is white in color and eyeless. This amphipod 
measures 10 millimeters in length. This species is threatened by the degradation of its urban 
habitat and is a federally listed endangered species.

Stygobromus hayi

HAYs SPRING AMPHIPOD
`

OFFICIAL AMPHIPOD OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

A rare species of crustacean endemic to the District of Columbia, where it occurs only in a 
few springs in Rock Creek Park and the grounds of the National Zoo. Because it lives 
underground, it is white in color and has no eyes. It measures 10 millimeters in length. This 
species is a federally listed endangered species; it is threatened due to its limited range and 
by degradation of its urban groundwater habitat.
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Alosa sapidissima

OFFICIAL FISH OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

A species of fish naturally distributed on the North American coast of the Atlantic ocean. The shad spends most of its life 
in the ocean, but swims up fresh rivers to spawn. Many species of shad spawn in the Potomac River and are an important 
resource for recreational catch-and-release fishing. The American shad has been described as "the fish that fed the nation's 
founders." Adult shad weigh between 3 lbs and 8 lbs.

AMERICAN SHAD 
Alosa sapidissima

OFFICIAL FISH OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

A species of fish naturally distributed on the North American coast of the Atlantic ocean. The shad spends most of its life 
in the ocean, but swims up fresh rivers to spawn.

The American shad has been described as "the fish that fed the nation's founders". Adult shad weigh between 3 lbs and 8 lbs.
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